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 ENZED CENTRAL MUSCLE CARS ROUND TWO FROM PUKEKOHE PARK RACEWAY

E
njoyment was not exactly the experience 
at Pukekohe — not at first, anyway. 
Things did come right by home time on 
Sunday, but the event travelled the full 

circle: frustration, disaster, and excellence. 
All those who attended the meeting at Pukekohe 
— spectators, officials, and competitors — 
had their eyes constantly looking skywards, 
wondering what they had done wrong to deserve 
such terrible weather for such a big weekend of 

motorsport. In fact, it was so bad that the race 
was red-flagged after only four turns of the first 
lap. It started with a nudge from Steve Ross that 
ended in a spin for both him and his unintended 
victim, Tony Galbraith. What made it worse was 
that they were stranded, and more would suffer. 
Steve Noyer managed to slow down enough not 
to send the front of his Mustang straight into the 
roadblock, but he was caught out by the rapidly 
approaching Andrew Sinclair, who couldn’t 

slow down in time. The subsequent damage to 
Sinclair’s front put him out for the weekend, but, 
fortunately, the rear-end damage to the Noyer 
Mustang was able to be repaired in time for the 
Sunday sessions. 
One competitor who could see the potential for 
disaster was Angus Fogg, who had spent the week 
rebuilding his engine after Hampton Downs. He 
realized that the weather conditions were not 
suitable for safe racing and pulled into the pits 
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immediately after the warm-up lap.
This would put a big red question mark beside 
the category for the rest of the weekend — not 
the drivers’ doing but simply because people 
wondered if the beasts would be allowed to roar 
if the rain and wind continued across the two 
days. The F5000 category cancelled its run, and 
Supercars had to red-flag its qualifying session 
later that day. It was a somewhat grim outlook.
Somewhere, though, someone had a wee chat 
with the weather gods; after another night of 
heavy rain, there was good news for the large 
crowd on Sunday morning: the water was gone 
and the sun was trying hard to burn through. 
The Enzed Central Muscle Cars (CMC) were the 
first to roll out, putting themselves on show for 
two wonderful sessions. Their handicap starts 
made it tough work for the more powerful 
Group 1 machines, having to start almost a full lap 
behind the lesser specced Group 2 machinery. 

However, doing it this way achieves multiple 
goals. The Group 2 drivers have the pressure of 
knowing that the ‘big boys’ are chasing them 
down, and the Group 1 drivers have to navigate 
their way through the field, aware that a large part 
of the competition is already far ahead of them. 
Possibly the best part is that this system gives the 
viewers more drivers to cheer for.
During the final race, with only one lap remaining, 
newbie Greig Running was leading the field to the 
coveted chequered flag. All eyes were on him: the 
TV cameras, the commentators, the crowd. They 
were barracking for him, hoping and wishing that 
he would live out a motorsport dream. 
In the end, the pressure was too much — he 
went wide on the hairpin and lost his lead, to the 
despair of all those watching. However, after the 
event, when the dust had settled and the reality of 
everything had sunk in, Running was still smiling 
and laughing about what had gone on. 

FOGG REALIZED THE CONDITIONS WERE 
NOT SUITABLE FOR SAFE RACING, AND 

RETIRED IMMEDIATELY AFTER WARM-UP



“I fell off the track!” he exclaimed, before, with more 
chuckles, continuing: “I saw them coming; I wasn’t 
concentrating on looking forward. I need to teach 
myself not to look in the rear-view mirror. But this 
was awesome!”
Race winner Greg Holden — who, ironically, 
drives a Falcon — responded enthusiastically to 
a question about how he felt: “I don’t usually win 
anything! I thought I could catch Running, but I 
also expected Tony Barrow and Lance Midgley to 
get me in the final turns. The big boys normally 
do. But Running held them up just enough 
for me!” 
There was another who felt that the two opening 
rounds were just what the doctor ordered — 
despite his blown engine and the terrible weather. 
Fogg was just glad to be racing again: “We had a 
power-steering problem, and the new engine let 
go at Hampton Downs, but we still got a race win. 
Here at Puke, we qualified second but couldn’t use 
that in the first race, as I pulled into the pits instead. 
It did prove to be the right choice, though. Then, 
with the handicaps, it provides a fun watch for the 

fans, but it is hard work. It can also be a bit ‘out’ 
in the timing of it all, especially if people sandbag 
during qualifying. But you get on with it and race 
as hard as you can to get a result. It’s good for 
the sport.” 
Fogg also thinks he’s in with a good chance in 
the future. “We are down on horsepower a little 
bit, and most of these guys are good pedallers, 
who have set their cars up really well,” he said. “We 
will do some testing and see how we go, but I’m 
here for the enjoyment of it all. I’m over trying to 
find 1/10th of a second; I’m over having 10 crew 
members to keep the operation going; I’d had 
enough of all that top-tier stuff. I had a lot of good 
years in NZV8s, not so much in the SuperTourers, 
but now my focus is changed. I’m here for fun, and 
this category provides it.”
However, in all fairness, this is still a competitive 
motorsport category, and it doesn’t always go the 
way you want it to. There are highs and there will 
be lows, but if the attention shown by the crowd is 
anything to go by, it’s a category with a very long 
shelf life. 
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POINTS 
STANDINGS 
GROUP1 — TOP 10 AFTER ROUND TWO
Shane Wigston  333
Clarke Hopkins  328
Grant Dalton  313
Dean Perkins  293
John Midgley  290
Steve Scoles  287
Lance Midgley  286
Greg Honnor  283
Bruce Anderson  280
Dean Hansen  273

GROUP2 — TOP 5 AFTER ROUND TWO
Steve Noyer  343
Tristan Teki  312
Bruce Kett  310
Paul Boden  300
Andrew Sinclair  262


